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A message from our Head… 
”Dear Old Owenians 
I wish to take this opportunity of informing you personally of my decision to retire at the end of the current academic year.  
This has been the most difficult decision I have made throughout my career, and one which brings me both joy and sadness!  
It has been a real privilege to lead this wonderful school for what will have been a total of eleven years. 

The great thing about being a Head is that you have the  
opportunity to be involved in so many wonderful things that 
go on in this large and very successful school.  My greatest 
joy has been working with the students; their enthusiasm, 
their shared sense of purpose, and their willingness to take 
part and rise to any challenge.  It has been my good fortune 
to work with some 4,000+ students, each one bringing  
something special to their time at Owen’s.   

I have learnt a great deal from my time at Owen’s, and had so many wonderful opportunities that would not have been 
afforded me in any other school in the country.  What will particularly stay with me throughout my life is the day that Owen’s 
took over the Albert Hall.  It was a wonderful to meet many of you, and in such an iconic building and around every corridor to 
bump into current or past Owenians.  It was a very special day for me and for all of us, I hope, which not many Heads or 
schools can boast!   

I am sure you will recognise how important the quality of the teaching staff at the school has been.  You will all have your  
personal experiences and research tells me and experience confirms that having significant relationship with a teacher can 
make such a difference to a student’s success.  This commitment, as described by Ofsted, “going the extra mile”, really has 
made Owen’s what it is.   

There are far too many to mention all the individuals, however, I will take the risk of thanking personally John Godfrey, who 
has inspired teaching and learning at the school, and is also planning to retire in the summer.  He is an inspirational teacher, 
who is admired and respected by all who have the good fortune to meet or work with him.  My thanks to all the staff for the 
work they have undertaken throughout my time – it has been a real privilege to work with them. 

Equally important to the continued success of the school are the exceptional committed and  
expert governors who have challenged and supported me in my role. It has been a pleasure to work 
with members of the Brewers Court and their Clerks, Brigadier David Ross and Colonel  
Michael O’Dwyer. Their management of the Dame Alice Owen’s Foundation has made a very  
significant difference to the opportunities provided for students at the school. I have also always 
enjoyed the beer and dining at Brewers Hall – if you ever have the chance don’t miss it!  I now very 
much look forward to my remaining two and a half terms, and to supporting the Governors in  
securing an excellent younger model to take the school to the next level!   

I’m also pleased to announce, we’ve another occasion for a special concert in my final year –  

this time to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of our Soul Bands.  We’d like you to join us at the  

Cadogan Hall, Kensington Gardens, on Thursday 31st March 2016 at 7.30pm where over 100 students from our Junior &  
Senior Sections, led by Miss N Mc Nally and Mr M Grimstead, will be performing with special guests!   

“Inspirational” Potters Bar 

headteacher set to retire 
See WHTimes PB Edition page 3 
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They usually raise the roof in our Main School Hall and were one of the highlights of our Royal Albert Hall Concert in 2013.  
Tickets for our whole school community will be on sale (seats around 900) in January via a link we’ll send you in an email—
KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR INBOX—WE KNOW TICKETS WILL SELL OUT FAST!!! 

We’re always taken aback by the philanthropy of our alumni and would like to  
posthumously thank Jane and Frank Albert Mussett for leaving the majority of their  
estate to the Dame Alice Owen’s Foundation for use by the School.  Frank attended the 
School in the 1920’s and was the son of a law stationer.  He served with the Royal  
Artillery in WW2,  became a Major in 1946 and was described as Assistant Provost  
Martial in India after the War.  For more photos see page 24.  

He founded a business in Singapore trading in hair and beauty products, Paragon  
Traders  http://www.paragontraders.com.sg/ (right), which is still going today.   
He was married twice but had no children and died in Worthing in 2007, aged 97.   

In the current climate of funding cuts, especially for 16-19 year olds, their generous legacy represents a significant  
contribution for us to continue to ensure our students are in the position to benefit from excellence in education.   
If you’d like to support us in a similar way, we explain how on our website at:  
http://www.damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk/about_us/old_owenians_support_us.html  

Also, thanks to Old Owenians from Spandau Ballet, who granted two 
members of our Finance and Administration teams a backstage pass to 
their dressing room before one of their successful “Soul Boys of the  
Western World” global tour events!  The ladies, travelling on holiday to 
Dubai this September, (having seen 3 of their other concerts!) were able 
to spend time chatting to the band before they went on stage and had 
this great fan photo shoot!  
 
Now for some school news!  As many of you may know, the nationwide 
Sixth Form curriculum is in a state of transition where some of the A Level 
courses are now being examined at the end of a two year period,  
returning to the traditional style of A Level courses that many of you will 

be familiar with. We’ve been preparing for this and our first term with the new syllabi has run very smoothly.  
 
Also this year, we’ve almost doubled the number of Gold Duke of Edinburgh participants, and 
now support 55 students in Years 12 and 13, many of whom volunteer their spare time to 
help younger Owen’s students in class and in our Library (right).  The extra challenge at Gold 
Level is to take on a solo 5 day residential trip and we’ve been inspired by what our students 
have been involved in.  It is often these extra-curricular activities which help them form ideas 
and relationships, sometimes determining directions in their later careers.  We strive to give 
them these opportunities.  The scheme is celebrating its  
Diamond Jubilee in 2016 and we’d love to hear from any of you 
who’ve completed the award since you’ve left School and tell us 
what you did!  http://www.dofe.org/diamond-anniversary  
 
This October, staff have been fully updated on Safeguarding procedures (every three years) 
and we thought you’d be interested to note the inclusion of “The Prevent Duty”, which has 
been added to our Policy with regard to the Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015.  
It states, “We have a statutory duty to have due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism.”  You 
can read this and all our other policies on our website at: http://www.damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk/about_us/policies.html  
In addition we’ve added a statement about how we incorporate fundamental British values in our strategy and aims at: 
http://www.damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk/about_us/strategy_aims.html  

 

Another round of our Old Owenians Careers Talks is planned for 7th-10th March 2016 – 

we’ll be sending more details in January about how to volunteer to share your experiences with our  
students as well as providing you with a school lunch and a tour – SAVE THE DATE – we really look 
forward to hearing from you!  It’s been fantastic to see the relationship with our alumni grow since 
our 400th anniversary and I hope you’ll continue to play a permanent part of our wider community in 
the future, as I too become an “Old Owenian”!   

Thank you to all for your valuable ongoing support and I wish you a very happy Christmas break. 
Alan Davison Page 2 of 26  
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Here’s how the Welwyn & Hatfield Times, Potters Bar Edition, reported on Dr Davison’s forthcoming retirement 
on Wednesday 2nd December, 2015.  You can also read our Chair of Governors letter to parents on our  
Newsletter page at: http://www.damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk/news_dates/latest_news.html—w/c 23rd  
November, 2015. 
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Old Owen’s Association and Sports Club Limited Charity Launch  
Thanks to any of you who attended the sold-out “Evening with David Dein” in 
September at our Old Owen's Sports Ground in Northaw, to launch the Old 
Owen’s Charity which aims to support student’s interest in football and cricket 
after they leave School. It was also a great opportunity for guests to view the 
excellent grounds and clubhouse facilities!  

The slick event was managed by parent and staff member, Mrs L Linwood, our 
Advanced Learning Alliance Manager, and her son, Ben, who runs the crucial 
Owen's Tech Crew. Visitors were delighted with the talk from David Dein (right 
with Ben), who explained how the Premiere League was set up over 20 years 
ago, how teams are managed and even demonstrated the latest technological 
innovation of invisible paint which is used on pitches to indicate to players 
where to take a free kick! 

Other organisers involved included Head of Sixth Form, Mr M Ewins and Old 
Owen's Sports Ground managers, John and Lynn Clark. Head, Dr Alan Davison 
introduced David Dein to the excited audience!  

Request for new blood!  
The Old Owen’s Association and Sports Club Limited in Northaw is home to the Old Owen’s Football and Cricket Clubs.  
Now it has charity status (as mentioned above), it desperately needs new blood on the committee! Please see Dr Alan 
Davison’s appeal for volunteers to carry out important key responsibilities on the committee to keep it going on our 
Newsletter page at: http://www.damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk/about_us/old_owenians_newsletters.html  
Membership Secretary, Mr Alan Hunter, would also like to encourage Old Owenians to take up membership to support 
the financing of the club to help meet its charitable objectives. See his appeal also on the same webpage! 

Staff member finds old newspaper from 1963 
One of our Accounts ladies discovered an article about Old Owen’s in a newspaper from her parent’s loft and passed it on 
to us!  On Friday 1st November 1963, The Potters Bar Press—Brookmans Park, Cuffley & Northaw News (now “WHTimes, 
Potters Bar Edition”) reported how Old Owen’s also previously hosted famous celebrities!  Here’s the script in full: 

“Gaiety and laughter were very much in evidence on Monday when Sid James, Tommy Cooper, Michael Bentine and Davy 
Kaye were among the guests at Old Owen’s Cricket Club’s annual dinner in the club pavilion, Chandos Avenue.   
Also present were Middlesex cricketers Alan Moss and Bob Gale, and actor Michael Craig.  For over 100 members and 

guests who attended there was an unending stream of stories 
and jokes concluding in a riot of laughter and merriment. 

Mr N. G. Dommett proposed the toast to the guests and the  
response was made by Alan Moss, who attended as a  
last-minute stand-in for fellow cricketer Don Bennett.   
He quipped; “Although I am a last-minute replacement for Don,  
I assure you I am here at little or no inconvenience – and at no 
expense whatsoever!”  On behalf of the guests he thanked Old 
Owen’s CC for an enjoyable evening. 

The toast to the club, coupled with the name of the chairman,  
Mr G.F. Jones, was proposed by Mr George Cowan.  Replying,  
Mr Jones, who is headmaster of Owen’s School, mentioned the 
recent death of Mr O. W. Mitchell, a former headmaster of the 
school.  “I am sure,” he said, “that if he had not been  
headmaster, this school would be like so many others, going 
through a period of disintegration.” 

Mr Jones outlined the highlights of the past season and paid  
tribute to the groundsmen.  Mr Sayward, for the excellent wickets 
he had prepared.  He thanked the club secretary, Mr Sam 
Kershen, for arranging a wonderful evening. 

As usual, the evening ended with a series of amusing “speeches” 
– this time from Davy Kaye, Tommy Cooper and Michael Bentine 
coupled with some hilarious ad-libbing from Sid James.” 
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Join us for our Old Owenians Coffee and Tour Morning in 
April 2016!  

We’re offering you another opportunity to visit our school 
here in Potters Bar for our Old Owenians Coffee and Tour 
Morning on Saturday 23rd April, 2014 from 10am – 12.30pm.  
It’s our third year of running this event and enables you to see 
our new (and old!) buildings, meet other alumni in our dining 
room with complimentary refreshments from our OSA 
(Owen’s School Association) and our students, who are very 
keen to show you around!   

Guests have often used it as an excuse for reunions by going onto lunch afterwards at familiar local haunts in and 
around Potters Bar, Cockfosters and St Albans!  Whether, as a past Islington or Potters Bar student, we’d love to 
welcome you to have a trip down memory lane or enjoy a first visit and see the UK’s top partially selective school.  

You’ll also be able to hear Mr Bernard Bean’s Music Centre students rehearsing in the 
impressive Edward Guinness Concert Hall (opened by Edward Guinness CVO in 2002).  
All our other school buildings will be open to tour, including our new Sir Alan Parker 
Building (Drama, Languages and Learning Support, opened by Sir Alan Parker, July 2015) 
as well as the: 
 
 Edinburgh Centre (Library, Information Technology and Physics, opened by HRH 
Duke of Edinburgh 1990)  
 Bernard Ryan Centre (Sixth Form and Modern Languages, opened by HRH the 
Princess Royal in 1997) - Bernard Ryan was one of our Chair of Governors 
 Edward Guinness Hall (Concert Hall, opened by Edward Guinness CVO in 2002) - 

Edward Guinness is a former Chairman of Guinness Brewing Worldwide and was a member of our school’s  
governing body from 1981-1992 

 Arnold Lynch Centre (Maths, Art and Design Technology, opened by HRH Duke of Kent 2007) - Arnold Lynch 
was an Old Owenian who worked in the team who designed Colossus (world’s first computer) at Bletchley 
Park during WW2 

 Sports Cricket Pavilion (opened by Monty Panesar in 2010) - Monty Panesar is an English cricketer  
 Myddelton Building (Science facility named after Sir Hugh Myddelton—also one of the Islington Boy’s School 

Houses names and opened by Lord Robert Winston, Feb 2014) 
 
Tours will start at 10.15am and 11.15am.  If you wish to join us, please register by Monday 18th April by simply 
sending an email to Mrs Mandy English at oldowenians@damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk  stating which tour you 
would prefer (10.15am or 11.15am) and we will confirm your attendance – family and friends all welcome.   
Car parking is available on site and there is an excellent taxi service from Potters Bar station – see Directions on our 
website at: http://www.damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk/contact_us/directions.html.    We very much look forward to 
meeting you!   
 
Why not extend your visit to our Old Owen’s 
Sports Ground (left), not far away on Coopers 
Lane in Northaw (postcode EN6 4NF), where 
they’ll be serving lunches as usual and  
Manager, John Clark, would be happy to take 
your reservation?  Just ring him on 01707 
644211 or email him at: jlcowens@gmail.com  

Reunion with Old Bedford Modernians!   

Any Old Owenians interested in a possible reunion with OBMs in 
Bedford in 2016 are invited to contact Old Bedford Modernian 
Bryan Gee (OBM 44-52), email: daisybankuk@btconnect.com.  
He’s been in contact with Deborah Burrows, the Alumni Relations 
Manager at Bedford Modern School and we’re happy to facilitate 
any communications to help you get together! 

Old Owenians  

Coffee and Tour Morning 

Saturday 23rd April, 2016,  

10am-12.30pm 

Dame Alice Owen’s School 
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Paid internships available for University students with our Advance Learning Alliance (ALA)! 

For our alumni who are considering a career in teaching, we’d like to be able to support 
you with opportunities to experience the world of teaching in a similar school  
environment to the one you came from.  We’re therefore offering Old Owenians in their 
penultimate year studying Physics and Maths (as the predominant part of the degree), 
the chance to apply for exciting PAID teaching internships.  Such places are rare and we 
encourage you to apply early! 

These internships offer a supportive and engaging experience for those considering 
teaching as a career, or who are curious to discover more about education in outstanding 
state schools. The National College is funding a pilot scheme to support this.   

The Advanced Learning Alliance, based in South West Hertfordshire and North London, is one of only 20 providers  
nationwide to offer paid internships to students.  The details of the programme are set out below: 

• The internships will each consist of a four week paid placement (£1200) within local 'Outstanding' schools 
• Applicants will be allocated mentors to help support throughout the time at the schools 
• Interns will be given the opportunity to work in small groups and whole classes 
• Interns will be provided with the opportunity to mentor Sixth Formers in preparation for University Application 
 Interns will be given the opportunity to take part in projects and activities across at least two schools 
 We will provide written testimonials and references for Interns who complete the course as well as comprehensive 

information on the School Direct route into teaching 
 

Placements will be available from the 20th June to the 15th July 2016.  To apply, please email a letter and CV to Ms Jane 
Hart, Director of Teaching and Learning, Watford Grammar School for Girls on  j.hart@watfordgirls.hert.sch.uk by the end 
of December 2015.  We really hope some of you to take up the opportunity and maybe you can inspire our next 
generation of Owenians! 

Owen's Head of Physics helps train Hertfordshire teachers! 

Here’s an example of how Owen’s is supporting Physics teaching throughout the County due to the expertise of our own 
teaching staff.  Thanks to the Welwyn and Hatfield Times who have given us permission to reproduce this article which 

was published in mid-September 2015: 

“A new initiative to help improve physics teaching in schools is being 
pioneered in Dame Alice Owen’s School, Potters Bar. The scheme, 
embracing schools throughout the county, is one of the Department 
of Education proposals for increasing the numbers of physics  
teachers by improving their competency. Behind the plan is Dame 
Alice Owen’s teacher Simon Poliakoff, head of physics at the Dugdale 
Hill Lane school, whose enthusiasm for the subject is catching. 

Simon, who is the son of renowned British chemist, Sir Martyn  
Poliakoff, credits his father with introducing him to his love of  
science. He grew up in Nottingham and gained a first-class degree in 

Natural Sciences from Cambridge. “Initially, I worked as an electronics engineers but didn’t enjoy it. There wasn’t much 
people contact as you get through teaching”, he said. “My father definitely influenced my love of science, for instance he 
did chemistry magic tricks at the birthday parties as a child. He loves teaching and explaining things.” 

Speaking of the new scheme, Simon told the WHT: “We are providing training for teachers from other schools who are not 
physics specialists but who want to teach physics in their schools. We are running this course, which is funded by the  
National College for Teaching and Leadership (NDTL). It is subject specialism training for teachers but the idea of it is to 
help improve their subject knowledge and of the specific teaching and learning activities that might be used with physics so 
they can deliver effective physics lessons, although they might not have a physics degree. The teachers are from a range of 
schools across Hertfordshire. We are having 10 afternoons throughout the year and then someone will visit them in their 
schools to observe them as well and discuss individual things. There is a similar programme for maths. We hope that it will 
lead to more competent physics teachers across more schools.”  Simon lives with his wife Ros and two children, Seb, six, 
and Anna, four, in Hitchin. The NCTL had more than 13,500 people register an interest in the last recruitment year 
(2014/15). It said that the number of teachers is at an all-time high “and in light of this NCTL is issuing a fresh call to those 
interested in teaching” to apply now for training in 2015-16." 
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1950’s Old Owenian Reunion 

We were delighted to welcome some of our alumni from the 1950’s for a tour of our school before their Reunion Lunch at 
West Lodge Hotel, Cockfosters on Wednesday 14th October.  Organiser, George Sims, was accompanied by his wife,  
Margaret, David Bragginton, Roy Hedley and his wife, Mavis, Dr Tony Lynn, Brig Geoffrey Ransby, John Rose, Graham  
Simmons and Mrs Simmons, Norman Webster and Malcolm White and his wife, Anne – pictured below in our Edward 
Guinness Hall.  Our Old Owenians were shown around by four of our Sixth Form students, Daisy Rabbitt, Georgia Mortimer 
Tracy, Rohan Sharma and Aaron Gammon, who were outstanding Owen’s ambassadors!   

Chair of Governors, Peter Martin, 
who also joined our tour, heard how 
extremely impressed they were with 
all our facilities compared to their old 
Islington Schools.  Marvelling at our 
number on roll, they told us the Old 
Boys’ School at the time had only a 
third of the students and the Old 
Girls’ School only a fifth!  They fully 
recognised that whilst we have  
mostly modern facilities, it’s our  
quality of teaching and learning and 
dedication of students, staff and  
parents which contributes to our  
academic and wider successes. 

Interestingly, George also told us 
about a “famous” Old Owenian - 
Freddie Brewer.   He was Head of the 

Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory at Oxford University and also a Mayor of Oxford.   As a great supporter of the School, 
George remembers how he invited his University of London Old Owenian Society to dinner at Lincoln College, saying it 
was, “quite awe inspiring at the time”.  The chosen venue for their Reunion lunch, West Lodge, was a business originally 
founded by two Old Owenian brothers, although he’s not sure that the current owners attended our School! 

We wish our 1950’s Reunion group many more happy reunions! 

Old Owen's Girls remember the old School birthday! 

The 29th September is Michaelmas Day and the old Owen's Girls' School's birthday! We were delighted to receive a  
reminder of this in the form of a beautiful basket of the flowers from Old Owenians, Valarie Cross (nee Stubbs) and Pamela 
Mansi (nee Stubbs).  They wrote a lovely note to accompany the gift; "Happy Birthday Owen's Girls. The four Stubbs sisters 
attended Owen's from 1943 - 1955 and despite the problems of those years we enjoyed ourselves and look fondly on our 
school days". Thank you very much to Valarie and Pamela! 

The Owen's Girls School originated in Islington in 1886 and remained there until they merged with Islington's Owen's Boy's 
School (originated in 1613) by relocating to our site here in Potters Bar from 1973. 
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Harrock House renovated! 
 
Thanks to Old Owenian, Andrew Porter (Class of 1991), for this beautiful photo of Harrock House in Buxted, Sussex  
provided to him by the private owner, who purchased it a few years ago and mentioned it to Andrew as he knew he’d 
been to Owen’s.  Apparently, there is still graffiti etched into one of the window frames and a couple of boxes of  
memorabilia from the schools 350th anniversary celebrations were found in the cellar during renovations!   

Andrew also kindly donated a booklet produced about the outward bound centre, which was purchased as a result of the 
fundraising for the 350th anniversary appeal in 1963.  The class of 1991 was one of the last years at our School to benefit 
from the facility before it was sold.  The booklet which contains “A Description of The House and a Sketch of its History and 
Associations” by H. C. Hobbs.  A scanned copy (PDF) is available for you to read in full on our Newsletter page! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Owen’s Goes Live” – 1966/67? 
 
Does anyone have any recollection of this event?  It was a musical show by the 5th (or 6th) formers from the Old Boys' and 
Girls' schools in Islington. It was put on in the Boys' school for one night only and we’ve had a request to see if anyone has 
any photos from it or more details about it!  If you have we’d be grateful if you could email your editor, Mrs Mandy English 
at oldowenians@damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk so we can forward to the ladies concerned – many thanks! 
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Old Owenian performs at the Fringe! 

It was great to see Ambika Mod (Class of 2014) at the Edinburgh Fringe this summer as a member of the Durham Revue. 
She was a performer and writer for their comedy sketch show "Cirque du Silly' and your editor bumped into her  
promoting the show on the Royal Mile.  Their leaflets stated, “The Durham Revue has been seen on stages across Durham, 
Edinburgh, Oxford and Cambridge for over 30 years.  Known for their irreverent style, witty writing and peerless  
chemistry, they showcast student comedy at it’s finest.”  Alumni of the group are Arthur Bostrom, Jeremy Vine, Alex 
MacQueen, Ed Gamble, Nish Kumar, Tom Neenan and Massive Dad.  We wish Ambika good luck with future  
performances!  Ambika is at Durham studying English Literature. Several Old Owenians have performed at the Fringe –  
it’s great to hear your experiences, so please pass them on to us! 

If anyone’s thinking of visiting Edinburgh next August for the Fringe your editor can thoroughly recommend it!  Top tips 
would be:  

 Book a central hotel well in advance if you want to walk everywhere and it’s an easy bus ride from the airport –  
you can purchase a return bus ticket even if it’s not for the same day. 

 Sell-out ticketed shows that we particularly loved (book in advance) were:  

 “Shakespeare for Breakfast” - you get a free coffee and croissant on your seat – they do a different story  
every year, very cleverly based on one of the plays or a combination of them - we saw “Hamlet in 3D”which 
was brilliant, bringing in Harry Potter’s Expecto Patronum and the classic (!) line, “3D or not 3D, that is the 
question”! 

 In addition to the Durham Revue, we came across The 
Durham University Light Opera Group – with a brilliant 
new show called “The Bakewell Bake Off”, which  
followed last year’s previous smash hit sell-out “How 
To Succeed in Business (Without Really Trying)” and 
was so relevant with a Bake Off theme  – look out for 
DULOG every year!  See right! 

 “Showstoppers” – the incredibly talented cast create a 
different musical every night, based on suggestions 
from the audience – extremely original and inspiring – 
you literally can’t believe they’ve not rehearsed it!  
They are so good (been at the Fringe for many years) 
that this Autumn for the first time, they had a 10 week run at The Apollo Theatre in the West End to  
rave reviews and will be extending next year. 

 “The Faulty Towers Dining Experience” – also performed in London, this was one of our highlights – Basil, 
Sybil and Manuel serve you in their restaurant and you literally feel like part of the show with all the favourite 
lines and improvisation that you’d expect from top quality performers. 

 Cambridge Footlights – we saw “Princes of Main” – so professional and such fast paced intelligent delivery 
that it kept us on our toes even at starting at 11.30pm at night – anything by these writers is sure to  
be excellent! 

 Would strongly suggest you incorporate a tour of the 
Scottish Parliament in any visit.  It’s free although you still need 
to book online in advance (they do have security checks).   
The architecture is creative and links to Scottish history, the 
workings of Scottish politics are explained and the modernisation 
makes Westminster look archaic, especially in relation to IT and 
the way the chamber is set out.  

They have numerous lightweight portable seats available for use 
on the hour long tour which are a revelation for those who find 
standing for any length of time an issue.  Our guide was inspiring. 
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 From the Scottish Parliament building it’s only a short 
walk across the road to 
take one of the routes up 
Arthur’s Seat – a few 
grassy and stone paths, 
some steep steps and a 
scramble at the end takes 
you to the top, gives you a 
sense of achievement and 
marvellous views on a 
clear day. 

 Watch as much free 
street theatre as you can – 
The Royal Mile is the  
centre for this entertainment and it sums up the carnival atmosphere of the Fringe.  

 

Old Owenian introduces Jeremy Corbyn! 

Rohi Malik, Class of 2015, introduced Jeremy Corbyn at the U.K. Labour Party 
Conference on Tuesday 29th September. She lives in Islington and knew  
Jeremy Corbyn "before he was famous"!   

You can see the whole of her introduction speech on C-Span (a public  
service created by the American Cable Television Industry) on the  
following link: 
http://www.c-span.org/video/?c4553267/rohi-malik-introduces-jeremy-corbyn-labour-party-conference.  

Old Owenian prepares for Rio 2016! 

Jodie Williams (Class of 2012) was reported in the Welwyn and Hatfield Times this 
December as getting ready for her individual 200m event in the next Olympic 
Games.  She’s not accepted funding from British Athletics this year as she won’t be 
competing in the 4x100 relay event.  Training will continue for Jodie in Arizona, 
America for several months in 2016 before the main event!  We wish Jodie all the 
best with her preparations this season!  

Buildings Update! 

Portakabins by the old Science Building were knocked down over the summer and 
we now have large beds of attractive shrubs to replace them! 
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Sir Alan Parker opens new building! 

Old Owenian film director, Sir Alan Parker, officially opened our new  
Drama, Languages and Learning Support building on Wednesday 1st  
July.  In his speech (please see PDF on Newsletter page), he said he was 
honoured the new building was named after him and spoke about his 
school days in Islington, mentioning his old teacher, John Sparrow (now 
aged 95), who was an inspiration to him.  He told students they had  
wonderful opportunities with the new facility and quoted lyrics from one 
of his films, Bugsy Malone, saying  “You can be anything that you want to 
be – “You give a little love and it all comes back to you” and “ You know 
you’re gonna be remembered for the things that you say and do””.  Some 
of Alan’s contemporaries attended and shared memories of their school 
days—Andros Epaminondas (right) and Norman Webster (below left). 

Sir Alan was presented with 
a gift by Deputy Head Boy, 
Dan Coomey, after a short 
performance from West 
Side Story by 6th Formers, a 
Lower School girls’ violin 
solo and a special arrangement of Bugsy Malone songs by the Close  
Harmony Group.  

Chair of Governors, Peter Martin, praised the work of our Premises  
Manager, Mrs C Airey, for working closely with the Steering Committee, 
project managers, builders, architects and our own site team, to deliver the 
building on time and under budget and Head, Alan Davison thanked all of 
the companies involved in helping us bring the whole project together.   
Our Director of Drama, Miss E Govier said she was excited to be using the 
drama hall (where the event was held) and students were already  
benefiting from using the new equipment.   

The OSA (Owen’s School Association) kindly served refreshments provided 
by Chartwells catering for the assembled guests, which included Governors, 
members of the FE Cleary Trust, 
the Dame Alice Owen’s  

Foundation Advisory Committee, Master Brewer, James Arkell, Clerk to  
Governors, Colonel Michael O’Dwyer OBE and other Brewers representatives 
(pictured below with Sir Alan - thanks to Mr P Anastasi from our Art  
Department for the photograph), Councillors, the Major of Hertsmere,  
parents, staff and student representatives.  Sir Alan was thrilled to receive a 
framed personal letter from John Sparrow, who he said was in inspirational 

teacher.   
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And now for your contributions… 

 

GLENN TAYLOR – CLASS OF 1985 

Thanks to Glenn, now an Owen's parent, for sending us these great photo records of when he played at  
Twickenham 25 years ago for Oxford in the Varsity Match.  Oxford and Cambridge University's once again battled 
it out on 10th December 2015 with Oxford winning an unprecedented 6th year in a row.  Dame Alice Owen's 
School is referenced under Glenn's name in the programme photo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 12 of 26 



 

LES GIBBINGS – CLASS OF 1971 

Thanks to our regular feature writer, Les, for this great contribution about Form Teachers and School Reports, which makes 
very interesting historical reading and describes some colourful teacher characters!  

“I have made a number of references to masters and in some cases their particular idiosyncrasies during the course of  
relating tales about my experience of being a pupil at Owens in the 1960s. But what I have not done until now, is to outline 
those lucky men and women who had the good fortune to occupy that key role as my form teacher in the period from the 
first day I crossed Owen’s street to go into the Victorian building, until and including the day I slipped into the Lower sixth 
after taking GCE 'O' levels. Performance was measured largely in combination of work in class and twice yearly exams with 
the greatest significance seemingly given to the  
outcome in the summer.  

Looking back at my school reports I have to try hard to recognise the boy they are writing about. He is undoubtedly in there 
but it seems odd seeing the marks and class positions by subject etc. I wonder if pupils today with the more sophisticated 
forms of personal assessment and development feel better served than we were back in the 1960s. Here are a few things 
from my own past that give a taste of this as they were then. Perhaps this may stimulate others to look out their own  
reports that may be languishing in a box in a garage or loft and to rediscover the hard facts as to what was written about 
you at the time and not what people think they remember.  

In those early days, when everything about being at the  
traditional grammar school near the City of London was new 
and the 1st year intake in the Michaelmas Term 1964 seemed 
to retain a degree of 'innocence', I was included in a form that 
was under the control of Mr D.R. Neal. It appeared to me, and I 
presume my form mates as well, to be a youngish energetic 
form master, who I believe was married with young children, 
but whose behaviour hinted that a tough character lay beneath 
his seemingly friendly exterior. As I recall he had the unique 
distinction of taking us as a 1st Form on an early school visit to 
the newly acquired country residence called Harrock House, 
that was located deep in the Sussex countryside. But more of 
that another time perhaps.  

As well as being my first year Form master, Mr Neal taught 
maths, never my best subject, but according to my school 1st 
reports for 1965 He considered that I had made a 'satisfactory 

start' at Owens with there being enough subsequent improvement that led to him writing that that 'some ... work was very 
pleasing' ... Whilst he was 'not sure that we have seen his best'. 

My next two academic years, from Sept 1965 until July 1967 were spent under the watchful eyes of Miss Margaret  
Gallagher as our new Form Teacher who also taught us French. With her glasses, she was fairly diminutive in size and  
appeared to compensate for this by always wearing a loose flowing traditional black gown over her clothes of the sort that 
academics wore. This seemed to very nearly completely swamp her and had the effect of 'pumping up' her appearance 
(although it often slipped from her torso necessitating her to regularly readjust it back onto her shoulders). In fact it was as 
if she was dressed two decades in anticipation of the future 1980s fashion nightmare of large outfits and excessively  
padded shoulders!  

I would suggest that it is the pupil's tendency to believe that his/her teachers only existed in the school milieu and had little 
social life beyond a visit to the Woolpack during lunchtimes or any 'real' life beyond living to teach us. But at that time Miss 
Gallagher proved she had as complex and convoluted an existence as many of the rest of us came to have, for during 1965 
she featured prominently in a major High Court action involving the will of a fabulously wealthy head of a  
Telecommunications business based in Germany and London.  

I can recall this being the subject of behind the hand sniggering by pupils but it was a News of the World article published 
that year that reported on the final outcome of the case and gave additional excitement to the rumours (revealed to me by 
an article found among my papers that had been 'lost' in a box in my garage until recently). But this is probably not the 
place or time to go into what the NOTW described - maybe I will return to it at a subsequent time. 
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Returning to Miss Gallagher as my Form Teacher, she felt that whilst I had made 'reasonably good progress' by the close 
of 1965, she thought that I 'must learn to concentrate in class'. While I may have thought that things may have been  
slipping a little the summer term remarks based on a full school years work suggested otherwise to my great delight. 
Looking at my report from July 1966, Miss Gallagher wrote that:  'He has worked very well this term and is to be  
congratulated on this result. A very pleasant boy, he is one of the most reliable & responsible boys in his form'.  
No wonder I liked her!!  

At aged a little under 14 years of age this was a nice boost and it coincided with the first time I came top in an exam 
(which in view of subsequent events – namely, winning the Bowyer Memorial Prize a few years later) was not  
unsurprisingly in history. I ended the year coming 3rd out of 28 boys overall in my form, 2 MG, in the summer exams  
turning in a very decent performance in Physics, coming 3rd. My overall performance slipped a little in the December  
exams although I got an 'excellent' for my work in History and to my amazement excelled in biology but did poorly in 
Latin (no surprise there then). 

By summer 1967, Miss Gallagher felt able to write that 'He has a lively mind & personality. I am sure that he has not yet 
produced his best possible work'. I came top of my form in both Art and English and even made a strong recovery in Latin 
with the result that I felt things were going well for this lad from Hornsey Rise. 

The next two years found me under the guidance of Mike Smith who taught maths I believe, although he never actually 
taught me (although I might have wished he had as his more 'laid-back' style might have suited me better at that time). 
However, the fairly newly qualified former Owen's pupil, Mr William Hamilton-Hinds had that prerogative! Mike was also 
a fairly small built person who for much of the time I was in his class exhibited the classic 'hippy' influences of the period 
that were shaping the daily appearance of the younger adult.  

Sporting a moustache style that was a cross between what may best be described as Fu-Manchu and Horseshoe shapes 
(almost 'de rigueur' for a time once it was worn by John Lennon in early 1967), Mike had a most affable personality.   
His sartorial demeanour was a dressed down version more in tune with the times than the traditional two piece suit  
masters like Hamilton-Hinds wore. He had a casual jacket (did it have arm patches or not - I just can't recall) with  
corduroy trousers and cord style flexible shoes (circa 1968 Lady Madonna-era Beatles fashion) finished off with a modern 
loud patterned/coloured tie  (I seem to recall that the odd looking 'kipper' ties featured amongst these from time  
to time).  

By December 1968, Mr Smith had the view that I was 'potentially very good', coming top in History again and a  
creditable 6th place out of 28 overall in my form. By the following July, Mike Smith had formed the view that I was  
'A pleasant helpful boy whose all-round academic ability is only marred by his mathematics'. I came top in my form in 
English Lit and 2nd in both Physics and History with my performance in Maths being my worst for the third time.  
It was clear then & now that I needed more or a different type of help but sadly the opportunity was not forthcoming.  

My reports from Mr Smith in March and July 1969 reflected the preparation for forthcoming GCE Ordinary level exams. 
But I clearly wasn't doing as well although by now at over 16years of age I knew that a good showing was important.  
I was described at this time as having 'adopted a more mature attitude towards...work', after what had seemed to be a 
'dip' in my performance. This was of course at the time when my mother was becoming ill and only a few months before 
she died in the spring of 1970 so it was probably a significant and influencing factor.  

I shall pick up the theme of the guiding hand of Form Teachers as things moved for me through to the outcome of the 
GCE processes at both the Ordinary and Advanced level next time.”  

 

 

ROBERTA SARLL – CLASS OF 2009 

Thanks to Roberta for getting in touch – she’s currently doing a Primary KS1/2 PGCE 
at the University of Roehampton. As part of her course she’s required to visit and  
observe a secondary school, with the aim of experiencing school outside the age 
phase she’s training for.  We’re delighted to welcome her to Owen’s for her  
placement for a week in January 2016 and hope she enjoys her time with one of our 
Year 7 classes! 
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TOM CRAIG – CLASS OF 2002 

Thanks to Tom Craig for updating us on a Fundraising Tractor Run event he helped to organise in October!   
The owner of the Woodman pub in Wild Hill, http://www.thecandlestickpub.co.uk/woodman.html, told your 
editor that he’d supported the daughter of a customer of his who wanted to run the event to raise money for 
the Alzheimer’s Society, her chosen charity for the London Marathon she’s running next year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forty five tractors did a “run” from Clements Farm, Brickenden, near Hertford to Wild Hill with a short stop at 
Tewinbury Farm, near Welwyn.  The vehicles were all shapes and sizes, from new to vintage and paused for a 
couple of hours at The Woodman for lunch after their first leg, before returning to Clements Farm.   
The video clip of the afternoon went viral with over 2,100 views on Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/woodman.wildhill!   

An incredible £2,000 was also raised for the charity - tractor owners paid to take part in the event and a fun 
raffle was also held at Clements Farm during the afternoon.  Tom says they’d definitely consider running the 
event next year, anticipating they could now get up to 100 tractors taking part!  If you know of any farmers or 
tractor owners, who’d like to join a possible event in 2016, please ask them to mail Tom at t.c@hotmail.com!             
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MICHAEL GREENFIELD KELLY - CLASS OF 1944 

Thanks very much to Michael for sending in this touching resume entitled, “DID I LET DAME ALICE OWEN DOWN ?  THE 
LIFE OF AN OWEN'S BOY”.   He very kindly told us, “Having been head cook and bottle washer of a couple of magazines, 
when all I had was a typewriter and a Gestetner , I know how difficult it can be to run a newsletter” - his contribution is 
much valued! 

“I attended Dame Alice Owen’s from 1944 to 1949.  Just a little about my background - I was born April 1933 - a one  
parent child.  Fostered out at an early age to Mr and Mrs Kelly who adopted me at age of 13.  I was a sickly child and was 
not really expected to survive.  However I did and from birth to the age of 5 was in and out of hospital suffering from  
scarlet fever, diphtheria, rickets and tuberculosis, plus the usual child ailments. 

At the age of 8 I was evacuated for over 2 years and returned to London in 1944 to sit the 11 plus exam.  Evidently I did 
well because I ‘won’ a scholarship to Dame Alice Owen’s.  The school had been evacuated en bloc to Bedford so I and 29 
other pupils did our first term at Islington.   

Although I realised the honour that had been bestowed on me, when I started at Owen’s there was hardly any difference 
from my previous school.  Our form master, Captain Cole taught everything.  He did not wear the cap and gown that most 
of the later teachers wore.  Occasionally we had another master to teach us specialist subjects. 

That first term is still in my memory.  We had the run of the school and I can remember climbing onto the roof where we 
had a wonderful view of London.  I also remember playing football one day in the playground after school when we heard 
a loud explosion.  A V2 rocket had come down less than half a mile away and after a short while we were showered with 
the burnt remnants of books etc.   

It was during that first term I realised I was in the 10 to 20 group of pupils who were in the 'middle of the road’ group.   
We did not inspire the master to take much interest in us, also we did not require any real teaching.  We knew more than 
the bottom 10 and were hardly any trouble.  The reason for my article is that I feel that I let Owen’s down. It was about 
this time I lost my desire to plan for a future career.  I learned a lot of facts and now I can debate with most people with 
logical conversation. 

When the whole school returned we found a different kind of schooling.  My first form master, Mr Hutchings, taught latin 
i.e. amo, amas, amant etc. I have never used Latin, apart from knowing what a few Latin sayings meant.  Then there was 
Mr Lloyd Williams. He was the only one who caned me, although I can't remember what for. 

Owen’s taught me history and geography (not very helpful in later life).  There was a smattering of Science and Physics.  
However, being one of 10 to 20 I lost out on any intense teaching on these subjects. I became quite good at maths and 
ENGLISH.  I also read a lot of Charles Dickens, HG Wells, Jules Verne and Edgar Rice Burroughs.  I know it is many years 
since I was at Owen’s but I can't recall a single instance of a teacher speaking to me one to one, so I suppose I must have 
been doing ok. I acquired a thirst for knowledge which has helped in my life. 

When I left Owen’s, I got a job in a small engineering firm which made, among other things, chrome chandeliers. I quickly 
became manager of the packing and despatching department.  I was then conscripted into the RAF as a pay clerk, at RAF 
Duxford and RAF West Malling.  After the RAF I found my previous job no longer existed so I tried a few other jobs.  It was 
at one of these that I met my future wife.  We recently celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary. 

I then became a traveller for a large London concern. With a family on the way I needed more money so I became a bus 
conductor with London transport. Only as a stop gap mind you, until something better came along, but I stayed with them 
for over 30 years being a driver for the last 30 years. I took early retirement in 1988. 

I also served over 20 years in the Territorial Army (TS) and was the best company clerk in the Battalion, due mainly to my 
teaching at Owen’s.  I am the co-founder of the association for past and present members of the Queens Battalion 
(Albuhera Branch) and was the secretary for 10 years.  A lot of any success I may have had is due to the fact that I  
attended Dame Alice Owen’s.  When ever I mentioned the school I went to it seemed accepted that I was intelligent, and 
my input usually carried some weight. 

At over 80 I can look back on a very happy life. I have laughed all my life and I can still remember sitting on my dad's lap 
during the 2nd World War, laughing at Tommy Hanley on the radio. However there is still that little niggle that I should 
have done better with my life.  (I could have been a contender). 
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I often wonder how my fellow school mates got on; Len Everet, Denis Hardman and John Fretton.  The internet came too 
late for me to try and track them down.  I still remember Soulsby, Diamond, Posner, Christmas, Sands and a few others.   
I also remember David Bisset, who was about a year younger than the rest of us.  He was a bit behind at first but with hard 
work he gradually caught up and passed most of us.  I remember him mainly because he brought the first biro to school.  
Although it did make blotches occasionally, it was a lot better than the spidery pens we all used. 

Other memories included the trip on the 609 trolleybus to Chandos Avenue in Whetstone for sports afternoon. I believe the 
large clock is still at the junction with Goswell Road. I also went to the Old Collins Music hall (at the corner of Essex Road 
and Upper Street) to see a Risque show (only once).  I used to love walking along Camden Passage where the antique shops 
were.  I never ventured into the Sadlers Wells Theatre as I didn't appreciate ballet at that time.  However I did take an  
interest in the New River.  Constructed by Sir Hugh Myddleton, (my house at Owen’s)  it ended very near Sadlers Wells.   
I have lived not more than half a mile from the New River all my life. 

While I never became a surgeon, a teacher or a scientist etc., I have been a success in living a life that has included  
marching in the Lord Mayors show over 10 times.  I've been a member of the No 1 Guard on a Presentation of Colours  
Parade.  I am an Honorary Colonel in the Oklahoma National Guard and an Honorary Citizen of Oklhoma City.  I have also  
performed in a Morris dancing group, with great expertise I might add. 

My family have made me and my wife very proud.  We have 3 children, 7 grand children and one great grandson.  None 
have been any bother to us.  To answer my question at the start – no, I don't think I let Dame Alice down.  I've realised you 
never know what the other person is actually thinking.  If you can do a good turn – do it, if not don't do a bad turn. 

And finally do unto others as you would have them to do unto you.” 

 

 

JOHN SAVAGE—CLASS OF 1964 

Thanks to John Savage for getting in touch—he wanted to let us know that a 'Mr Neil Blake' has passed away.  Mr Blake 
taught Science at Owen’s School in Islington and John felt that some mutual colleagues would like to be informed such as 
John Sparrow and Colin Williams (all attended the 400th Albert Hall performance).  The funeral was on 14th December.   

 

 

 

STEPHEN MORRIS 

Double Rainbow marks the start of a new School 
Year!  Many thanks to our Groundsman and Old  
Owenian, Stephen Morris, for this superb photograph 
taken on Wednesday 2nd September 2015. 

 

 

 

 

JACQUELYN GURDERLEY – CLASS OF 2006  

Thanks to Jacquelyn for getting in touch – she was one of our Careers Speakers in 2013 and is the cofounder of a company 
that encourages gender equality: Stemettes inspires the next generation of girls aged 5-22 to pursue careers in Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Maths (STEM).   

Jacquelyn has recently been involved in raising the issue of a proposed change by Nicky Morgan at the DfE to the A Level 
Politics syllabus that would remove feminism from the curriculum; it currently has a whole section in the learning  
objectives for the qualification.  Her blog promotes the Change.org petition  
(https://www.change.org/p/add-more-female-thinkers-to-the-politics-a-level-syllabus) which received over 43,000  
signatures in a week and a half and she was interviewed on London News this November about the topics! 
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JACKIE PARRY (NEE FRANKS) – CLASS OF 1989 

Thanks so much to Mrs Parry for sharing news of her amazing life, which she hopes will inspire others to follow their 
dreams too.  She has as her email signature, “Be an encourager, there are far too many critics in the world already”, 
which your editor couldn’t agree with more!    

She told us, “I am forty-four now, so it was a while back that I was as student! However, my three favourite subjects 
were PE with Miss Campbell, English with Mr Nichols, and French with Mr Tanner.  All three subjects have brought me to 
where I am today and helped provide me with a successful career. 

I am a best-selling author. I've always loved writing and was very content in my English lessons. Mr Nichols fuelled my 
passion for writing and helped me build the foundations of my writing skills.  I am also a traveller. Currently in France, I 
am utilising my French and can still recall Mr Tanner correcting my pronunciation of puis from "pooh"! 

I am quite active, I have sailed around the world (one and a half times) 
on small boats, and trekked through the Australian bush with five  
rescued horses for several months, unaided (with my husband).  I have 
written for international magazines for about fifteen years and am 
writing my fourth book. My life is writing and travelling, which I adore. 
My job provides the freedom to roam (and the material to write!) 

I am a strong believer in encouraging young people to reach for their 
dreams and be taught that they can do anything they want, if they are 
prepared to work for it.  I am a photographer too (more for fun)  
hundreds of my photos have been published worldwide.” 

If you want to “LOOK INSIDE” one of her books, “Of Foreign Build” on 
Amazon, you’ll be seriously tempted to purchase: http://
www.amazon.com/Foreign-Build-Corporate-Sea-Gypsy-Woman-
ebook/dp/B00OQBWJJE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1419260296&sr=8-
1&keywords=of+foreign+build  
You can also view both her websites at:  
http://jackieparry.com/ 
http://noelandjackiesjourneys.com 

We’ve added Jackie to our Business Directory on Old Owenians In 
Touch—if you’d like to add your business or role in life, please email 
Mrs Mandy English at oldowenians@damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk! 

 

 

JOHN LANGFORD – CLASS OF 1955 

Thanks to John for getting in touch – he enjoyed our last Newsletter and had some more information about the  
photograph of the football team on page 27. He tells us that he “is the first player in the back row on the left and is 
standing next to a very good friend of mine - BOB BELLINGHAM. He became Captain of Football (I was Vice – Capt) and 
we both played together for a London Schools team. Regrettably, Bob did not go on to University but joined the R.A.F. to 
do national service. I gradually lost contact with him but I did hear that he married a WAAF.  

The boy at the right end of the front row may be COOK but I could be wrong. I would be extremely pleased to get news of 
Bob and also another close friend, DAVID EXALL. He had a cousin at the Girls' School. We 3 boys entered Owen's in 1947. 
I went back to Owen's as Head of the Chemistry Dept. in 1960 and left in 1974 to become Senior Deputy Head at  
Brampton Manor School in London Borough of Newham.” 

John and his wife were part of our 400th anniversary celebrations and glad to be reconnected to our School.   
If anyone has any details of how John can get back in contact with either Bob Bellingham or David Exall, please could 
you email your editor, Mrs Mandy English, the details at oldowenians@damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk – many thanks! 

Page 18 of 26  

http://www.amazon.com/Foreign-Build-Corporate-Sea-Gypsy-Woman-ebook/dp/B00OQBWJJE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1419260296&sr=8-1&keywords=of+foreign+build
http://www.amazon.com/Foreign-Build-Corporate-Sea-Gypsy-Woman-ebook/dp/B00OQBWJJE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1419260296&sr=8-1&keywords=of+foreign+build
http://www.amazon.com/Foreign-Build-Corporate-Sea-Gypsy-Woman-ebook/dp/B00OQBWJJE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1419260296&sr=8-1&keywords=of+foreign+build
http://www.amazon.com/Foreign-Build-Corporate-Sea-Gypsy-Woman-ebook/dp/B00OQBWJJE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1419260296&sr=8-1&keywords=of+foreign+build
http://jackieparry.com/
http://noelandjackiesjourneys.com/
mailto:oldowenians@damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk
mailto:oldowenians@damealiceowens.herts.sch.uk


 

 

JEAN SMEDLEY—CLASS OF 1994 

Former pupil Jean Smedley, has just written a book ‘Inglis Memorial Hall & Library, Edzell’, published with a grant 
from the Strathmartine Trust, a Scottish Charity whose prime object is to support research and education in 
Scottish History.  Jean, who has been restricted to the house for the majority of each day for years due to a  
long-term health condition, took over five and a half years to put the book together.  

She says "Edzell's historic library has been described as one of the best-preserved examples of a late 19th C public 
library surviving anywhere in the UK. It still houses its original book-stock, (bound by Sotheran’s of London, today 
the longest established antiquarian booksellers in the world) and is home to one of Scotland’s last remaining  
Cotgreave Indicators (Victorian library issuing systems).The Cotgreave Indicator still contains turn of the century 
borrowing records, so therefore holds great research potential for academics from a range of disciplines. The Inglis 
family, with whom the building is connected, are also fascinating and provide a great example of the achievements 
of Scots around the world at the time of the British Empire. The new book puts this special library in the context of 
UK-wide Library History, the Inglis family, and its location." 

"For health reasons I could only work on it a little at a time. Some times I could do half an hour at the computer, 
some days I could only manage five minutes, and some days I couldn't use a computer at all. It took a long time but 
I found it all so interesting and thoroughly enjoyed it. 

It took a long time but a number of things along the way (contacts, the help I have received, timing of things, that 
sort of thing) meant that at times it almost felt as if the book was 'meant to be' . I am still slightly stunned that it is 
finished! It does show, however, that God can make great things happen, even with a stumbling-block as big as 
long term health problems in the way! I hope other people find that really encouraging, and that the book will help 
this special A-listed building.”  

Jean told us, “I really do have the fondest memories of Owen's and feel so lucky to have gone there and have been 
the pupil of some brilliant teachers (still cite some of them even today!) Amusingly I’m keeping post-publication 
notes for myself about my book in an old sixth form exercise book that I found - it even still has the DAOS crest on 
the front!!” 

Inglis Memorial Hall & Library, Edzell’, J.Smedley, Zeldel Publishing 2015, ISBN 978-0-9933325-0-0.  For all  

enquiries email zeldel.publishing@btinternet.com. 
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GRAHAME FLINT – CLASS OF 2001 

Thanks to Grahame for updating us on his career in the Royal Navy and letting us know he would be starting his new  
exciting role in July 2015 in HMS Queen Elizabeth.  In July, he told us:  

“In May, I returned from 6 months deployed to the Mediterranean Sea, as Staff Anti-Submarine Warfare Officer to  
Standing NATO Maritime Group 2 (embarked in the American cruisers USS Leyte Gulf, and later USS Vicksburg).   
The deployment included "Active Endeavour" counter terrorist operations, a month conducting "Assurance Measures"  
in the Black Sea, and exercises with the French, Greek, Croatian, Turkish, Bulgarian, Romanian, and Moroccan navies. 

During that time away, I learned that I have been selected for promotion to Lieutenant Commander, effective as of  
October.  As of July, I have now assumed the role of Principal Warfare Officer in HMS Queen Elizabeth.  The Queen  
Elizabeth is the first of two Queen Elizabeth Class aircraft carriers being built in Rosyth, and the largest warship ever  
constructed for the Royal Navy.  It is an honour to be part of her first crew, and I am greatly looking forward to helping 
bring her into commission.” 

Note: HMS Queen Elizabeth is capable of carrying up to forty aircraft. She was named by Queen Elizabeth II on 4 July 
2014, and is scheduled to commission in 2016, with initial operational capability from 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TREVOR (R) HARVEY – CLASS OF 1963 

Thanks to Trevor for recalling some of his Owen’s memories inspired by our last Newsletter, which he very much  
enjoys reading!  

“Scrolling through the June newsletter, I was startled (and amused) to come face-to-face with my fourteen-year-old self in 
the photograph from the Trinity 1958 copy of THE ARROW (showing the magazine's editorial committee lined up outside a 
Labour Exchange), that was included among the news provided by David Dallman.   

I'd had a somewhat similar experience a couple of years earlier when browsing through my copy of Gareth Randall's book, 
OWEN'S SCHOOL: A HISTORY, 1613-2013.   On p 140, I came across a photograph from THE ARROW's Michaelmas 1962 
edition (when I was the editor) which supports David Dallman's observation that it had become 'customary' to include a 
photograph of the committee in a lightly humorous situation - this time 'busking' in the school playground and with me 
holding a notice that read, 'The Arrow To Support. Please Give Generously.'  However, it wasn't because printing the  
magazine had become too expensive for the school (as the caption in the book suggests) - the 'support' was intended as a 
plea for more articles from fellow pupils to help fill the pages...! 
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Radio's THE GOON SHOW was going strong during the 1950s and, in a weak moment, Malcolm Stuart Fellows 
and other members of staff agreed that a lunchtime 'club' could be formed called The Idiotenians by myself and 
three fellow pupils (Stephen Cowan, Paul Bonsor and Michael Praverman).  Once a fortnight for a year or two, in 
a classroom next to the staff room, I would present a ten-minute 'poor man's version' of a Goon-style script to the 
bewilderment of my fellow pupils.  One or two staff members would often peer through the glass panel at the top 
of the classroom door (in disbelief) and occasionally my script featured a member of staff as a 'guest'. I remember 
on one such occasion, with the classroom door slightly ajar, everyone heard a staff member shout excitedly to his 
colleagues, 'QUICK!  THEY'VE GOT FELLOWS!'”   

CHRIS GREEN—”not an old boy!” 

Thanks to Chris for getting in touch—he found an old school cap which he believes is from Old Owen’s School 
and thought our alumni would be interested!  He tells us, “I have a very old cap with a badge very similar to your 
school, it has the 3 sheaves, three barrels, within a shield, with crossed arrows above. It is woven in metal thread/
fine wire.  The black cap is similar to those awarded for sports and it has the original owners name hand written 
inside (L.H.Stringer.Form: V.A.).  Along with the cap is a jacket pocket badge, a diamond shape, embroidered with 
an OS monogram in red, a single vertical gold arrow and green leaves with fruits.” 

He is interested in identifying these 2 pieces, as he  
believes they are related to each other!  If you know about 
any sports caps being awarded he would appreciate any 
information being forwarded to him at: 
greenchris47@yahoo.com .  Many thanks! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

LOUIS MULLHOLLAND – CLASS OF 2014 
 

Congratulations to Louis who was selected by the USA  
Eagles head coach Mike Tolkin, as one of four scrum-halves 
in their 50-man training squad in July.  Although he wasn’t 
in the final 31 group for the 2015 Rugby World Cup, the  
19-year-old Cheshunt Rugby Club player certainly made  
his mark.  
 
The Hertfordshire Mercury reported that Mulholland was 
born in Salt Lake City, Utah, before moving to Cuffley.  
He played for England up to U18 level and was an academy 
player for Saracens.  Now in his second year as an  
economics undergraduate at the University of Bath, we 
wish him all the best in his future rugby training! 
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TONY MOORE—CLASS OF 1952 
 
Thanks very much to Tony, (previously Deputy Head Boy and The Arrow Magazine Editor!), for getting in touch and for this 
article entitled “Forgetfully Wondering About 1952-Again”. 
 
“As I ease through my ninth decade I try to focus on the present, more than the future. But the pleasures of memory can be 
prompted quite easily to bring back parts of my past, unfolding almost unbidden in slow motion. John Weston’s memoir 
and the priceless collection of photographs he contributed to Newsletter 17 took me back to the early summer of 1952.  
 
He’d wondered by email why I was not among the prefects posing with the headmaster, W.L Garstang, in the grand  
entrance to the Islington Boys’ School. I would have been a world away from the civilized calm it shows when the picture 
was taken (probably May or June of that year). By then I was sweating heavily in R.A.F. Padgate, near Warrington,  none 
too happy about my free short back ‘n sides haircut, hard at the obligatory six weeks’ square bashing (or boot camp in  
today’s Americanism) that launched me on my National Service.   
 
The prefect seated left front that John was unable to name is Peter (P.D.) Cakebread, a fine rower who married Brenda 
Ainslie, an Old Girl. Peter honoured his father-in-law by taking his wife’s name (the only Englishman I know to do that) to 
become Peter Ainslie, nė Cakebread.  In 1985 I was delighted to be invited with many contemporaries by Brenda to her 
“Forty Years On” celebration marking the full return of the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools to Islington.  Unavoidably the day was 
shadowed by sadness when we learned of the untimely deaths of Roy Chivers’ wife Jean (an Old Girl) and Michael Flower, a 
fellow Prefect, whose lively sense of humour and a deep infectious laugh cheers me still.  
Nevertheless, Peter and Brenda were very generous hosts and kept our spirits high. It was a truly wonderful occasion.” 
 
 
 

 

   JESSICA CALVERT – CLASS OF 1997 

Thanks to Jessica for keeping in touch – she kindly volunteered for our Careers Talks in the 
Spring but look what got in the way!  Annabelle came a day early on Mother's day 15th 
March and Jessica says, “She’s lovely!”.  This photo was taken around July time!   
She hopes to volunteer again for our Careers Talks maybe in 2016 (as she says no babies 
are due to arrive)!    
 
 Jessica studied at University of Leeds and College of Law in York, and then worked as a 
Commercial Property Lawyer in Leeds.  She gained specialist online gaming experience in 
Gibraltar and is now an in house Commercial Lawyer within Endemol Gaming at Endemol 
Shine Group (Media company) http://www.endemol.com/. 
 
 

 
 

  HAYLEY POMFRETT—CLASS OF 1997 

Thanks to Hayley (left) for attending our Old Owenians Annual Reunion Luncheon (Harold 
Moore) in October (see report page 24).  She had a busy November appearing alongside 
Welsh rockers Stereophonics on TFI Friday, was in the orchestra supporting Adele at the 
BBC with Graham Norton and again on Graham’s chat show performing with Simon Le Bon 
and co from the 1980’s pop band Duran Duran!  She can currently be seen as first violinist 
in the string quartet, Heartbeats Strings, in the new series of 1000 Heartbeats on daytime 
TV. Hosted by Vernon Kaye, the quiz show can be seen every day, Monday-Friday, at 3pm. 
 

Note about Senior Prefects! 
Thanks to Jonathan Parry for adding a couple of updates to our Senior Prefects page—we’re really getting there!  If anyone 
remembers any of the names for the remaining missing spaces, do send us an email! 
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SIR JOHN EDWARDS—CLASS OF 1954 

Thanks to Sir John for visiting Owen’s on Thursday 22nd October, all the way from Brisbane, Australia  to give a talk to our 
GCSE and A Level Geography students about biofuel and sustainable energy.  He was a contributor to our Newsletter in June 
2012, when he talked about retiring at the age of 74, however, he still heads up the BioCube Corporation and travels globally, 
to promote their eco-friendly technology. 
 
Using government grants, BioCube is the name of the machine his company have researched and developed over the last 5 
years, when they worked out that the world didn’t have enough energy to “make people happy”.  Sir John quoted Saudi  
Arabia as saying they only have enough oil for the next 22 years!  They believe they have created a solution which CAN save 
the world from an energy point of view – it’s just that we just have to change the way we do things!   
 

The BioCube takes any form of non-food plant material such as rapeseed oil, bran, rice 
grain, jethotha and coconut, grown on otherwise unused land and converts it to fuel by 
extraction and chemical processes.  For example, after extracting the white material in  
coconut, the non-edible part, which makes up 46% of its weight, can be used in the  
BioCube to produce diesel by a “sterification” process, which changes the shape of  
molecules and uses a catalyst. 
 
Producing 125 litres of biofuel per hour, from a machine the size of a container lorry, the  
BioCube is manned by unskilled labour, requiring very little maintenance and often remote  
servicing.  Sir John emphasized that the high quality biofuel will CLEAN an engine, not clog 
it up and the quantity is generated from equal amounts of plant material, which doesn’t 
need to be mixed with anything else.  
 
He also explained how governments are making it extremely difficult to manage their costs 
as they insist on putting a huge amount of tax on the end product, which is called, 
“EN14214” – the standard name for biofuel as laid down by the European community.   
He thinks this is defeatist as they allow politics and economics to run roughshod over the 
reality of the situation – his biofuel costs 38c per litre to produce, which then has to be 
sold at $1.40 per litre - despite the grants provided,  governments insist on added 88c per 
litre tax.  This is frustrating!   

   
The machine has been rigorously tested – for example Tonga, in Papua New Guinea, which has a population of around 
100,000, now uses two BioCubes to produce enough electricity for the whole town.  Running for 20 hours a day, this  
economical option gives out diesel which is emission free – a totally green energy!  Costing around $300,000, the company 
has now sold twelve units to private companies in Canada, America and India and are predicting sales to escalate.   
 
They are speaking to the governments of the countries of the Commonwealth - their main markets are currently businesses.   
For example, in the Northern Territories in Australia, trucking companies require huge amounts of fuel for transportation - 
they use “road trains” for distribution of goods, often travelling on roads with no speed restrictions at around 130/140km/
hour.  He also mentioned Korea’s success at producing fuel from waste oil and other imported raw materials. 
  
He believes that as long as a country has enough room to farm non-food stuffs, they have the capability to produce  
sustainable energy that can contribute to the overall requirement of reducing our dependence on fossil fuels.  China also  
recognises the biofuel potential and is planting eucalyptus trees and other oil bearing plants in anticipation.  India has  
1.2 billion people that will need energy to support their continued development.   
 
Miss Anderson, our Geography teacher, told Sir John how students have recently been learning about Brazil and their use of 
sugar cane to produce ethanol, however recognised that sugar cane is edible food stuff and it needs to be blended with other 
products!  They discussed Italy’s Pyrolysis fuel which is being produced on a much larger scale and therefore more expensive. 
 
Students were enthralled with Sir John’s fast paced talk and thanked him very much for his valuable time in supporting their 
studies.  Sir John was able to stay for a tour of the school and enjoyed seeing the facilities we offer – we hope he’ll return 
when visiting relatives in the UK in the future! 
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FRANK MUSSETT—DIED 2007 

With thanks to Robert Y K Lian, Business Development Manager at M/s Paragon Traders  
Private Limited, Singapore for sourcing these scanned archived photos (from the pre-digital 
era of film and paper, which have survived their humid climate!) of their late founder, Frank 
Mussett, who died in 2007.    
 
He left a generous legacy to the Dame Alice Owen’s Foundation for the benefit of Dame Alice 
Owen’s School, (details on page 2).  The photos are taken, with his wife (more recently  
deceased), in his office and of his wife with employees. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Owenians Annual Reunion Luncheon (Harold Moore) 

The Harold Moore reunion Luncheon took place on Monday 26th October 
2015 at the Imperial Hotel Russell Square, where Old Owenians enjoyed a 
splendid three course meal with wine.  
 
The very popular Fred Groom, Head of History at both the Boys’ School in  
Islington and the present school, in the late 70s, early 80s, spoke on his 
time teaching and developing his department. He made a number of  
references to the school’s traditions including Beer Money, Visitation and 
“Tcharda” (ie let your ardour!) , which entertained the room immensely, 
especially those he taught.  After Fred’s time at Owens, he went on to 
Headships, married Mary Hobbs (a science teacher at Owens) and they had 
three children, who all attended the school.  
 
During the event both school songs were sung and a tribute to Martin 
Mitchell (Moggy), who was one of the authors of “Well Remembered 
Fields” (copies are still available), was made.   This was followed by  
excellent presentations by the Year 13 Deputy Head Boy, Philip Hobbs and 
Deputy Head Girl, Rosina Acosta who shared the school’s activities.  Rosina 

also spoke about music and drama in the school and Philip about Sport.  They also spent a lot of time talking to the other 
guests during the meal and were a real hit with them.  An Owen’s musical quartet entertained a captive audience, which 
once again never ceased to amaze the attendees.  Our Deputy Head, John Godfrey also represented our School. 
 
Thanks to Dell Ward for commenting on Mr Hamilton-Hinds Facebook page: “Excellent afternoon at the HML yesterday.  
Good speech from Fred Groom (now beardless) who even mentioned Marc Lessner TWICE! Quiet amazing to meet some 
genuine Old Owenians.  One of them was 94, school years 1931-36!  Incredible! Thoroughly recommend it to everyone.  
Lets try to get a good turn-out next year from our group”. 
 
The very generous Mr Derek Webb from Metalweb picked up the bar tab for the after luncheon drinks, which was very 
well received and kept the bar open until early evening, when the last remaining delegates finally slipped down the  
spiral staircase, hopefully homeward bound!   The school wishes to thank Sandyann Cannon (Class of 1985) for  

organising yet another successful event.  Details of next year’s luncheon will be in our June 2016 Newsletter!   
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And finally… 
New aerial photographs from former grandparent! 
Huge thanks to Peter Simpson for flying the extra mile for us—these photos will become part of our archives!  
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Money for money!!!  
Following a very successful campaign last year, which raised an amazing £901,  
Owen’s parent, Mr J Patel, is once again running the same fund raising effort.  
So, if you live locally and have got any foreign currency left over from your summer 
holidays, or any other old coins as listed below, please pop into school and give to 
our Office Reception team! The closing date for the collection is 15th January 2016.  
Many thanks! 
 Foreign coins and banknotes 
 Any old British and Irish money 
 Current UK coins and banknotes 
 Any obsolete currency! 
 
War Memorial renovation 
Further to our application, we should hear in January 2016 if our grant has been  
approved to renovate our WW1 memorial – more in our next Newsletter! 
 
First Class Honours 
Congratulations to the following Old Owenians on their Firsts!  Thanks for letting us know! 
Andrew Rose, MSc (Hons) Physics, Imperial College, 2005 
Anna Rose (Class of 2005), BSc (Hons) Anatomy and Development Biology, University College London, 2009 
Madeleine Heyes (Class of 2012), BA (Hons) English, Corpus Christi College, University of Cambridge, 2015 
James Roberts (Class of 2011), BA (Hons) History and Politics, University of Exeter, 2014 
Alastair Tyler (Class of 1983), PGCHE (Post Graduate Certificate in Higher Education), ifs University College, 2014* 
* Alastair tell us that age is no barrier!  In 1984 he went on the School Honours Board for English Speaking Union 
scholarship to US high school in Virginia. 
Heather Cheatle (Class of 2007), BA (Hons) History, University of Nottingham, 2010 
Robert Scanes (Class of 2011),  MSci and BA (Hons), Natural Sciences, University of Cambridge* 
*Robert also won the university Organic Chemistry prize – he’s now at Oxford taking a PhD in Organic Chemistry. 
Jess Lamb (Class of 1996), PhDs (Hons) Biotechnology, Cambridge University, 2006 

 
Volunteering in Sri Lanka 
For two and a half weeks at the end of October, 
beginning of November, your editor had the  
opportunity to volunteer to teach IT in Sri Lanka.   
 
Unfortunately this meant I wasn’t able to attend 
the Old Owenians Annual Reunion Luncheon
(Harold Moore) in London, however I did promise 
to write a report on my experiences!  A separate 
PDF about my trip is posted on the Newsletter 
page; my aim was to travel with a purpose and 
learn about a new culture—I felt I certainly did that 
and could have stayed for much longer!   
 
Here’s one of my photos to inspire you to read it—
I’ve also been persuaded to talk about my trip to 
our current students in Years 7-11 in January in 
their assemblies (thanks, Dr Mitchell!). 
 

Wrapping it up! 
Just wanted to thank our alumni for their ongoing correspondence and hope to see you at an event in 2016— 
you really are part of our ‘#supportivecommunity’.  Continue to spread the word about fellow peers signing up to  
Old Owenians In Touch if they’ve not already at: http://damealiceowens.web-intouch.com/ and follow us on Twitter 
(you don’t need an account)—just click here to view our tweets: https://twitter.com/DAOSAlumni.  After a couple of 
recent requests for the frangipane mince pies recipe I mentioned in our December 2013 Newsletter, I’ve put a PDF on 
the Newsletter page—happy baking!  Wishing everyone a special Christmas break— don’t hesitate to get IN TOUCH! 
            Mrs Mandy English 
            Alumni Relations Manager 
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